大学英语（二）复习资料 

Part I. Match the word in Column A with its right definition in Column B. (1*15=15%)

      A                   B

1）suitable                
A) say, tell in advance 

2）predict                 
B) strong disapproval  

3）unique




C) order 

4）protest




D) of the customs from one generation to another

5）ignorant




E) being the only one of its sort 

6）command 




F) a person who offers to do sth 

7）traditional




G)knowing little or nothing about 

8）quit





H) right for the purpose or occasion 

9）volunteer




I) productive

10）fruitful 




J) lacking positive qualities

11）
negative




K) having monetary or material value 

12）valuable




L) stop doing sth

13）balance




M) say further 

14）add





N) a person whose job is to keep financial accounts

15）accountant



O) state in which a weight or amount is evenly distributed 

Part Ⅱ. Reading Comprehension(2.5*20=50%)

Passage 1

Suppose we built a robot to explore the planet Mars. We provide the robot with seeing detectors to keep it away from danger. It is powered entirely by the sun. Should we program the robot to be equally active at all times? No. The robot would be using up energy at a time when it was not receiving any. So we would probably program it to cease its activity at night and to wake up at dawn the next morning.

According to the evolutionary (进化的) theory of sleep, evolution equipped us with a regular pattern of sleeping and waking for the same reason. The theory does not deny that sleep provides some important restorative functions. It merely says that evolution has programmed(设置程序) us to perform those functions at a time when activity would be inefficient and possibly dangerous. However, sleep protects us only from the sort of trouble we might walk into; it does not protect us from trouble that comes looking for us. So we sleep well when we are in a familiar, safe place, but we sleep lightly, if at all, when we fear that bears wi1l nose into the tent.

The evolutionary theory accounts well for differences in sleep among creatures. Why do cats, for instance, sleep so much, while horses sleep so little? Surely cats do not need five times as much repair and restoration as horses do. But cats can afford to have long periods of inactivity because they spend little time eating and are unlikely to be attacked while they sleep. Horses must

spend almost all their waking hours eating, because what they eat is very low in energy value. Moreover, they cannot afford to sleep too long or too deeply, because their survival depends on their ability to run away from attackers.

1. The author uses the example of the robot in space exploration to tell us ______.

A) the differences between robots and men    B) the reason why men need to sleep

C) about the need for robots to save power    D) about the danger of men working at night

2. Evolution has programmed man to sleep at night chief1y to help him_______. 

A) keep a regular pattern of life    

B) prevent trouble that comes looking for him

C) avoid danger and inefficient labor   
D) restore his bodily functions

3. According to the author, we cannot sleep well when we _______.

A) are worrying about our safety       

B) are overworked

C) are in a tent                      

D) are away from home

4. Cats sleep much more than horses do partly because cats_______.

A) need more time for restoration

B) are unlikely to be attackers

C) are more active than horses when they are awake

D) spend less time eating to get enough energy

5. Which of the following is the main idea of the passage?

A) Evolution has given all creatures with a regular pattern of sleeping and waking.

B) The study of sleep is an important part of the evolutionary theory.

C) Sleeping patterns must be taken into consideration in the designing of robots.

D)The sleeping pattern of a living creature is determined by the food it eats.

Passage 2

To call someone bird-brained in English means you think the person is silly or stupid. But will this description soon disappear from use in the light of recent research? It seems the English may have been unfair in associating birds' brains with stupidity.

In an attempt to find out how different creatures see the world, psychologists at Brown University in the U.S.A. have been comparing the behavior of birds and humans. One experiment has involved teaching pigeons to recognize letters of the English alphabet. The birds study in "classrooms", which are boxes equipped with a computer. After about four days of studying a particular letter, the pigeon has to pick out that letter from several displayed on the computer screen. Three male pigeons have learnt to distinguish all twenty-six letters of the alphabet in this way.

A computer record of the birds’ four-month study period has shown surprising similarities between the pigeons' and human performance. Pigeons and people find the same letters easy, or hard to tell apart. For example, 92 percent of the time the pigeons could tell the letter D from the letter Z. But when faced with U and V (often confused by English children), the pigeons were right only 34 percent of the time.

The results of the experiments so far have led psychologists to conclude that pigeons and humans observe things in similar ways. This suggests that there is something fundamental about the recognition process. If scientists could only discover just what this recognition process is, it could be very useful for computer designers. The disadvantage of a present-day computer is that it can only do what a human being has programmed it to do, and the programmer must give the computer precise, logical instructions. Maybe in the future, though, computers will be able to think like human beings.

6. The writer suggests that the expression “bird-brained” might be out of use soon because it is ______.

A) silly                    
B) impolite

C) unnecessary             
D) not appropriate

7.Psychologists have been experimenting with pigeons to find out whether the birds ______.

A) are really silly or stupid

B) see the world as human beings do

C) can learn to make ideas known to people

D) learn more quickly than children

8. U and V are confused by _______.

A)
many English children 

B)
92 percent children

C)
most people learning English 

D)
34 percent of pigeons

9.There are similarities(相似之处) in observing things by pigeons and humans _______.

A) because pigeons are taught by humans

B) because pigeons have brains more developed than other birds

C) because pigeons and humans have similar brains

D) because their basic ways to know the world are the same

10. The research may help ______.

A) psychologists                  B) computer salesmen

C) computer designers             D) teachers

Passage 3

Many a young person tells me he wants to be a writer. I always encourage such people, but I also explain that there’s big difference between “being a writer” and writing. In most cases these individuals are dreaming of wealth and fame, not the long hours alone at a typewriter. “You’ve got to want to write,” I say to them, “not want to be a writer.”

The reality is that writing is a lonely, private and poor-paying affair. For every writer kissed by fortune there are thousands more whose wish is never rewarded. When I left a 20-year career in the U.S. Coast Guard to become a freelance writer (自由撰稿者), I had no prospects at all. What I did have was a friend who found me my room in a New York apartment building. It didn’t even matter that it was cold and had no bathroom. I immediately bought a used manual typewriter and felt like a genuine writer.

After a year or so, however, I still hadn’t gotten a break and began to doubt myself. It was so hard to sell a story that barely made enough to eat. But I knew I wanted to write. I had dreamed about it for years. I wasn’t going to be one of those people who die wondering, What if? I would keep putting my dream to the test-even though it meant living with uncertainty and fear of failure. This is the Shadowland of hope, and anyone with a dream must learn to live there.

11.
The writer wants to ________.

A) warn young people of the hardships that a successful writer has to experience

B) advise young people to give up their idea of becoming a professional writer

C) show young people it’s unrealistic for a writer to pursue wealth and fame

D) encourage young people to pursue a writing career

12.
What can be concluded(得出结论) from the passage?

A) Genuine writers often find their work interesting and rewarding.

B) A writer’s success depends on luck rather than on effort.

C) Famous writers usually live in poverty and isolation.

D) The chances for a writer to become successful are small.

13.
Why did the author begin to doubt himself after the first year of his writing career?

A) He wasn’t able to produce a single book.

B) He hadn’t seen a change for the better.

C) He wasn’t able to have a rest for a whole year.

D) He found his dream would never come true.

14.
“... people who die wondering, What if?” (Line 3, Para. 3) refers to （指的是）“those ________”.

A) who think too much of the dark side of life

B) who regret giving up their career halfway

C) who think a lot without making a decision

D) who are full of imagination even upon death

15.
“Shadowland” in the last sentence refers to ________.

A) the wonderland one often dreams about

B) the bright future that one is looking forward to

C) the state of uncertainty before one’s final goal is reached

D) a world that exists only in one’s imagination

Passage 4

　　For an increasing number of students at American universities, Old is suddenly in（时尚）. The reason is obvious: the graying（老龄化） of America means jobs. Coupled with the aging of the baby-boom (生育高峰) generation, a longer life span means that the nation’s elderly population is bound to expand significantly over the next 50 years. By 2050, 25 percent of all Americans will be older than 65, up from 14 percent in 1995. The change poses profound questions for government and society, of course. But it also creates career opportunities in medicine and health professions, and in law and business as well. “In addition to the doctors, we’re going to need more sociologists, biologists, urban planners and specialized lawyers,” says Professor Edward Schneider of the University of Southern California’s (USC) School of Gerontology (老年学). 

　　Lawyers can specialize in “elder law”, which covers everything from trusts and estates to nursing-home abuse and age discrimination (歧视). Businessmen see huge opportunities in the elder market because the baby boomers, 74 million strong, are likely to be the wealthiest group of retirees in human history. “Any student who combines an expert knowledge in gerontology with, say, an MBA or law degree will have a license to print money,” one professor says. 

Margarite Santos is a 21-year-old senior at USC. She began college as a biology major but found she was “really bored with bacteria”. So she took a class in gerontology and discovered that she liked it. She says, “I did volunteer work in retirement homes and it was very satisfying.” 

16. “…old is suddenly in” (Line 1, Para. 1) most probably means “______”. 

　　A) America has suddenly become a nation of old people 

　　B) gerontology has suddenly become popular 

C) more elderly professors are found on American campuses 

D) American colleges have realized the need of enrolling older students 

17. With the aging of America, lawyers can benefit ______. 

　　A) from the adoption(采用) of the “elder law”

　　B) from rendering special services to the elderly 

　　C) by increasing their professional knowledge 

D) by winning the trust of the elderly to promote their own interests 

18. Why can businessmen make money in the emerging elder market? 

　　A) Retirees are more generous in spending money. 

　　B) They can employ more gerontologists. 

　　C) The elderly possess an enormous purchasing power. 

D) There are more elderly people working than before. 

19. Who can make big money in the new century according to the passage? 

　　A) Retirees who are business-minded. 

　　B) The volunteer workers in retirement homes. 

　　C) College graduates with an MBA or law degree. 

D) Professionals with a good knowledge of gerontology. 

20. It can be seen from the passage that the increase of America’s elderly population ________. 

　　A) will provide good job opportunities in many areas 

　　B) will impose an unbearable burden on society 

C) may lead to nursing home abuse and age discrimination 

D) will create new fields of study in universities 

Part Ⅲ. Translate the following sentences into Chinese. (6*5+5*1=35%)

1. Los Angeles，California，for instance, has no subway system and the buses are slow. Therefore most commuters drive many miles from their homes to work. Many of these drivers spent several hours each day on busy freeways.

2. Some European cities such as Stockholm, Sweden, or London England have planned communities that provide people with apartments, jobs, shopping centers, green space, entertainment, and transportation.

3. The merchants told him they hadn't meant to do wrong. It was just that they hadn't know how important it was to test their scales and make sure they were always honest.

4. Another theory is that the geography of the area is responsible for the disappearances of the ships and planes, Bermuda lies on an earthquake belt.

5.  It is easy however, to understand the feelings of many mothers who refuse to work, mothers who quit their jobs to stay at home and devote their full time to raising children.

6. For example, if writing has always been a struggle for you, tell yourself I'm a terrible writer will do little to help. Rather concentrate on the positives such as 'I'm a good learner in general, so writing should not be impossible.'

大学英语（二）复习资料答案
Part I. Match the word in Column A with its right definition in Column B. (1*15=15%)

（请填入选择的字母代号）

1-5 HAEBG 

6-10 CDLFI 

11-15 JKOMN
Part Ⅱ. Reading Comprehension(2.5*20=50%)

（请将答案字母涂黑）

1-5 CCADA  

6-10 DBADC 

11-15 ADBBC 

16-20 BACDA
Part Ⅲ. Translate the following sentences into Chinese. (6*5+5*1=35%)

1一些欧洲城市，比如瑞典的斯德哥尔摩和英国的伦敦，已经在规划，能给民众提供公寓工作购物场所，绿地娱乐和交通的社区。

2.他们说他们并不是想做坏事，只是他们没有想到把秤调准，确保公平是多么重要。

3.另一种理论认为该地区的地理状况是造成船只和飞机失踪的罪魁祸首，百慕大位于地震带。

4.然而也很容易理解，许多拒绝外出工作，辞职回家，并把全部时间用于养育孩子的母亲们的感情。

5. 例如如果写作一直是你的难题，而你总告诉自己我是一个糟糕的写作者，这将无助于你相反要关注自己值得肯定的方面，如总体上我是一个优秀的学生，所以写作好并不是不可能的。

6. 例如如果写作一直是你的难题，而你总告诉自己我是一个糟糕的写作者，这将无助于你相反要关注自己值得肯定的方面，如总体上我是一个优秀的学生，所以写作好并不是不可能的。

第 1 页 共 10页

