
《英语阅读》复习资料
I.
Reading comprehension

Passage 1

APPETITE

    One of the major pleasures in life is appetite, and one of our major duties should be to preserve it. Appetite is the keenness of living; it is one of the senses that tells you that you are still curious to exist, that you still have an edge on your longings and want to bite into the world and taste its multitudinous flavours and juices.

    By appetite, of course, I don't mean just the lust for food, but any condition of unsatisfied desire, any burning in the blood that proves you want more than you've got, and that you haven't yet used up your life. Wilde said he felt sorry for those who never got their heart's desire, but sorrier still for those who did. I got mine once only, and it nearly killed me, and I've always preferred wanting to having since.

   For appetite, to me, is this state of wanting, which keeps one's expectations alive. I remember learning this lesson long ago as a child, when treats and orgies were few, and when I discovered that the greatest pitch of happiness was not in actually eating a toffee but in gazing at it beforehand. True, the first bite was delicious, but once the toffee was gone one was left with nothing, neither toffee nor lust. Besides, the whole toffeeness of toffees was imperceptibly diminished by the gross act of having eaten it. No, the best was in waning it, in sitting and looking at it, when one tasted an inexhaustible treasure -house of flavours.

    So, for me, one of the keenest pleasures of appetite remains in the wanting, not the satisfaction. In wanting a peach, or a whisky, or a particular texture or sound, or to be with a particular friend. For in this condition, of course, I know that the object of desire is always at its most flawlessly perfect. Which is why I would carry the preservation of appetite to the extent of deliberate fasting, simply because I think that appetite is too good to lose, too precious to be bludgeoned into insensibility by satiation and over-doing it.

    For that matter, I don't really want three square meals a day -- I want one huge, delicious, orgiastic, table-groaning blowout, say every four days, and then not be too sure where the next one is coming from. A day of fasting is not for me just a puritanical device for denying oneself a pleasure, but rather a way of anticipating a rarer moment of supreme indulgence.

    Fasting is an act of homage to the majesty of appetite. So I think we should arrange to give up our pleasures regularly--our food, our friends, our lovers--in order to preserve their intensity, and the moment of coming back to them. For this is the moment that renews and refreshes both oneself and the thing one loves. Sailors and travelers enjoyed this once, and so did hunters, I suppose. Part of the weariness of modern life may be that we live too much on top of each other, and are entertained and fed too regularly. Once we were separated by hunger both from our food and families, and then we learned to value both. The men went off hunting, and the dogs went with them; the women and children waved goodbye.  The cave was empty of men for days on end; nobody ate, or knew what to do. The women crouched by the fire, the wet smoke in their eyes; the children wailed; everybody was hungry. Then one night there were shouts and the barking of dogs from the hills, and the men came back loaded with meat. This was the great reunion, and everybody gorged themselves silly, and appetite came into its own; the long-awaited meal became a feast to remember and an almost sacred celebration of life. Now we go off to the office and come home in the evenings to cheap chicken and frozen peas. Very nice, but too much of it, too easy and regular, served up without effort or wanting. We eat, we are lucky; our faces are shining with fat, but we don't know the pleasure of being hungry any more.

    Too much of anything--too much music, entertainment, happy snacks, or time spent with one's friends, creates a kind of impotence of living by which one can no longer hear, or taste, or see, or love, or remember.  Life is short and precious, and appetite is one of its guardians, and loss of appetite is a sort of death. So if we are to enjoy this short life we should respect the divinity of appetite, and keep it eager and not too much blunted.

    It is a long time now since I knew that acute moment of bliss that comes from putting parched lips to a cup of cold water. The springs are still there to be enjoyed--all one needs is the original thirst.

Choose the best one according to the selection:

1.
The author uses the word “appetite” in the sense of （     ）

A.
the lust for food.

B.
the desire for love.

C.
the unsatisfied desire for anything.

D.
the longing for friendship.

2.
What leads the author to say “I’ve always preferred wanting to having since”? （     ）

A.
He had been hurt by the satisfaction of his desire.

B.
He never had any desire.

C.
He never got his heart’s desire.

D.
Both B and C.

3.
Modern life is full of weariness. All the following are the reasons except that（     ）

A.
people are impotent.

B.
they are seldom separated from their families.

C.
they are too well and regularly fed.

D.
they have too much entertainment.

4.
It is our major duty to preserve appetite, because（     ）

A.
satisfaction is better than wanting.

B.
it is our major pleasure.

C.
we cannot live without it.

D.
there are large amount of flavor in life.

5.
Which of the following is the best paraphrase of the phrase “an inexhaustible treasure-house of flavors”? （     ）

A.
A great amount of property.

B.
Satisfied desires.

C.
An ever-lasting appetite.

D.
Plenty of delicious.

6.
In the preservation of appetite, the best one can do is to（     ）

A.
have it fully satisfied.

B.
bludgeon it into insensibility.

C.
Under-do it.

D.
practice fasting.

7.
The author does not want three satisfying meals a day because（     ）

A.
he is not sure of the future.

B.
he wants to preserve his appetite.

C.
he wants to deny himself pleasures.

D.
his appetite is at its most flawlessly perfect.

8.
“Fasting is an act of homage to the majesty of appetite”. This implies that fasting is（     ）

A.
a logical outcome of appetite.

B.
to control appetite.

C.
a way to anticipate a moment of indulgence.

D.
respectable for appetite.

9.
In order to renew and refresh the thing one loves, one should（     ）

A.
be separated from it to preserve its intensity.

B.
give it up.

C.
anticipate the moment of coming back to it.

D.
learn to value it.

10.
By the “original thirst”, the author means that（     ）

A.
in the beginning, man was thirsty.

B.
in the beginning, man had a good appetite.

C.
man was originally sinful.

D.
man’s life was originally short.

True or false

11. Wild felt sorriest for those who never had their desire satisfied. （     ）

12. The flavor of toffees is gone once you have eaten it. （     ）

13. We value food and families only when we are with them. （     ）

14. It is important for life to have much of anything. （     ）

15. In order to enjoy the short life, we should have as much of anything as possible. （     ）

Passage 2

There’s a simple premise behind what Larry Myers does for a living: If you can smell it, you can find it.

　　 Myers is the founder of Auburn University's Institute for Biological Detection Systems, the main task of which is to chase the ultimate in detection devices - an artificial nose.

　　For now, the subject of their research is little more than a stack of gleaming chips tucked away in a laboratory drawer. But soon, such a tool could be hanging from the belts of police, arson (纵火) investigators and food-safety inspectors.

　　The technology that they are working on would suggest quite reasonably that, within three to five years, we'll have some workable sensors ready to use. Such devices might find wide use in places that attract terrorists. Police could detect drugs, bodies and bombs hidden in cars, while food inspectors could easily test food and water for contamination.

　　The implications for revolutionary advances in public safety and the food industry are astonishing. But so, too, are the possibilities for abuse: Such machines could determine whether a woman is ovulating (排卵), without a physical exam - or even her knowledge.

　　One of the traditional protectors of American liberty is that it has been impossible to search everyone. That’s getting not to be the case.

　　Artificial biosensors created at Auburn work totally differently from anything ever seen before. AromaScan, for example, is a desktop machine based on a bank of chips sensitive to specific chemicals that evaporate into the air. As air is sucked into the machine, chemicals pass over the sensor surfaces and produce changes in the electrical current flowing through them. Those current changes are logged into a computer that sorts out odors based on their electrical signatures.

　　Myers says they expect to load a single fingernail-size chip with thousands of odor receptors (感受器), enough to create a sensor that's nearly as sensitive as a dog's nose.

16. Which of the following is within the capacity of the artificial nose being developed? 　 （     ）.　

A. Performing physical examinations.        

B. Locating places which attract terrorists. 

C. Detecting drugs and water contamination.  

D. Monitoring food processing. 

17. A potential problem which might be caused by the use of an artificial nose is （     ）. 

A. negligence of public safety              

B. an abuse of personal freedom

C. a hazard to physical health              

D. a threat to individual privacy

18. The word "logged" (Line 5, Para. 7) most probably means " （     ）". 

A.  preset 

     B. entered


   C.  processed 

D. simulated 

19. To produce artificial noses for practical use, it is essential  （     ）. 

A. to develop microchips with thousands of odor receptors 

B. to invent chips sensitive to various chemicals

C. to design a computer program to sort out smells 

D. to find chemicals that can alter the electrical current passing through 

20. The author’s attitude towards Larry Myers' work is（     ）. 

A. cautious

   B. approving

     C. suspicious 
      D.overenthusiastic 
Passage 3

We sometimes think humans are uniquely vulnerable to anxiety, but stress seems to affect the immune defenses of lower animals too. In one experiment, for example, behavioral immunologist (免疫学家) Mark Laudenslager, at the University of Denver, gave mild electric shocks to 24 rats. Half the animals could switch off the current by turning a wheel in their enclosure, while the other half could not. The rats in the two groups were paired so that each time one rat turned the wheel it protected both itself and its helpless partner from the shock. Laudenslager found that the immune response was depressed below normal in the helpless rats but not in those that could turn off the electricity. What he has demonstrated, he believes, is that lack of control over an event, not the experience itself, is what weakens the immune system.

　　Other researchers agree. Jay Weiss, a psychologist at Duke University School of Medicine, has shown that animals who are allowed to control unpleasant stimuli don't develop sleep disturbances or changes in brain chemistry typical of stressed rats. But if the animals are confronted with situations they have no control over, they later behave passively when faced with experiences they can control. Such findings reinforce psychologists' suspicions that the experience or perception of helplessness is one of the most harmful factors in depression.

　　One of the most startling examples of how the mind can alter the immune response was discovered by chance. In 1975 psychologist Robert Ader at the University of Rochester School of Medicine conditioned (使形成条件反射) mice to avoid saccharin（糖精）by simultaneously feeding them the sweetener and injecting them with a drug that while suppressing their immune systems caused stomach upsets. Associating the saccharin with the stomach pains, the mice quickly learned to avoid the sweetener. In order to extinguish this dislike for the sweetener, Ader re-exposed the animals to saccharin, this time without the drug, and was astonished to find that those mice that had received the highest amounts of sweetener during their earlier conditioning died. He could only speculate that he had so successfully conditioned the rats that saccharin alone now served to weaken their immune systems enough to kill them.

21. Laudenslager’s experiment showed that the immune system of those rats who could turn off the electricity  （      ） .

A. was strengthened 





B. was not affected

C. was altered 






D. was weakened 

22. According to the passage, the experience of helplessness causes rats to （      ）. 

A. try to control unpleasant stimuli 




B. turn off the electricity

C. behave passively in controllable situations 


D. become abnormally suspicious 

23. The reason why the mice in Ader's experiment avoided saccharin was that （      ） . 

A. they disliked its taste 

           B. it affected their immune systems

C. it led to stomach pains 
           D. they associated it with stomachaches

24. The passage tells us that the most probable reason for the death of the mice in Ader's experiment was that （      ）  .

A. they had been weakened psychologically by the saccharin 

B. the sweetener was poisonous to them

C. their immune systems had been altered by the mind

D. they had taken too much sweetener during earlier conditioning

25. It can be concluded from the passage that the immune systems of animals （      ） . 

A. can be weakened by conditioning    

B. can be suppressed by drug injections 

C. can be affected by frequent doses of saccharin 

D. can be altered by electric shocks 

Passage 4 

British universities, groaning under the burden of a huge increase in student numbers, are warning that the tradition of a free education is at risk.  The universities have threatened to impose an admission fee on students to plug a gap in revenue if the government does not act to improve their finances and scrap some public spending cutbacks.


The government responded to the universities’ threat by setting up the most fundamental review of higher education for a generation, under a non-party troubleshooter (调停人), Sir Ron Dearing.


One in three school-leavers enters higher education, five times the number when the last review took place thirty years ago.


Everyone agrees a system that is feeling the strain after rapid expansion needs a lot more money-but there is little hope of getting it from the taxpayer and not much scope for attracting more finance from business.


Most colleges believe students should contribute to tuition costs, something that is common elsewhere in the world but would mark a revolutionary change in Britain.  Universities want the government to introduce a loan scheme for tuition fees and have suspended their own threatened action for now.  They await Dearing’s advice, hoping it will not be too late – some are already reported to be in financial difficulty.


As the century nears its end, the whole concept of what a university should be is under the microscope.  Experts ponder how much they can use computers instead of classrooms, talk of the need for lifelong leaning and refer to students as “consumers.

The Confederation (联盟) of British Industry, the key employers’ organization, wants even more expansion in higher education to help fight competition on world markets from booming Asian economies.  But the government has doubts about more expansion.  The Times newspaper agrees, complaining that quality has suffered as student numbers soared, with close tutorial supervision giving way to “mass production methods more typical of European universities.”

26. The chief concern of British universities is _______.

A.how to tackle their present financial difficulty

B.how to expand the enrollment to meet the needs of enterprises

C.how to improve their educational technology

D.how to put an end to the current tendency of quality deterioration

27. We can learn from the passage that in Britain ________.

A.the government pays dearly for its financial policy

B.universities are mainly funded by businesses

C.higher education is provided free of charge

D.students are ready to accept loan schemes for tuition

28. What was the percentage of high school graduates admitted to universities in Britain thirty years ago?

A. 20% or so.
  B. About 15%.     C. Above 39%.

D. Below 10%.

29. It can be inferred from the passage that ________.

A.the British government will be forced to increase its spending on higher education

B.British employers demand an expansion in enrollment at the expense of quality

C.the best way out for British universities is to follow their European counterparts

D.British students will probably have to pay for their higher education in the near future

30. Which of the following is the viewpoint of the Times newspaper?         

A.Expansion in enrollment is bound to affect the quality of British higher education.

B.British universities should expand their enrollment to meet the needs of industry.

C.European universities can better meet the needs of the modern world.

D.British universities should help fight competition on world markets.

II.
Translation: 40% (See the answer sheet)

1.  If we are not careful in the Year of the Woman, we shall end up with millions of defensive neurotic females trying to live up to all the propaganda that puts so much pressure on them to take on more than they can cope with and more than they ever want to do. 

2. It was a bright, cold day, the ground covered with a sleet that had' frozen so that it seemed as if all the bare trees, the bushes, the cut brush and all the grass and the bare ground had been varnished with ice, I took the young Irish setter for a walk up the road and along a frozen creek, but it was difficult to stand or walk on the glassy surface and the red dog slipped and slithered and I fell twice, hard, once dropping my gun and having it slide away over the ice.

3. I am painfully aware that academic leaders have themselves too often resorted to strictly economic appeals for support because these seemed easier to explain and justify then the less tangible purposes of learning.

4.
We are asked to put the contents of our pockets on a table for a quick inspection.

英语阅读参考答案

Reading comprehension: 

参考答案： 1.C  2.A  3.A   4.B   5.

6.C  7.B   8.D   9.A  10.



11.F  12.T  13. F   14.F    15.F   16.C   17.  18.B  19.A  20.B   21.B  22.C  23. 24.C  25.A 

II.
Translation: 40% (See the answer sheet)

1.  参考答案： 如果我们在女性年里不小心的话，我们就会有数以百万计的时时都设防的焦虑女性，试图和宣传的一样，给自己加压，承担了他们难以处理的事情和他们从不想承担的事情。

2. 参考答案：

3. 参考答案：我非常痛苦地意识到，学术大家们太经常让自己着迷于经济方面的帮助了，因为这看起来非常简单地解释了学术目标的不切实际而且这也让它们看起来非常合理。

4.
参考答案：我们被要求把口袋里的东西都掏出放在桌面上以备快速的检察。

	



